
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, January 4, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday After Christmas
Communion Sunday

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude:  "Fairest Lord Jesus" (CRUSADER’S HYMN, arr. Cindy Berry) - DeeAnn

Opening Sentences - Nate

Hymn 275:  "All Beautiful the March of Days" - DeeAnn et al.

Opening Prayer - Nate

Special Music:  "We Three Kings of Orient Are" (John H. Hopkins, Jr.) - Barb

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark
Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Old Testament Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 - Pastor Margery
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time
to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and
a time for peace. What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to
everyone to be busy with.  He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past
and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know
that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it
is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.

Sermon:  "TIME MANAGEMENT" - Pastor Mark

Observance of Holy Communion (see insert)

Hymn 265:  "Lord of All Hopefulness" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response 1 (v. 1):  "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past" - DeeAnn et al.
Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal
home.

Greet One Another - All

Participants:  Rev. Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barb Fuller, Pastor Margery Briggs, Nate Jones



COMMUNION RITUAL 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All:  God of grace and mercy, we confess that we haven’t loved you with our whole 
hearts.  We fall short of what you desire for us, as individuals caught up in selfishness 
and fear, and as a community of faith that sometimes forgets your call to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Forgive us, O God.  Lift us from despair to hope, 
from division to unity, and from apathy to love.  Renew us by your Spirit, that we may 
walk in your ways and find joy in your will.  Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Minister:  Hear the good news:  no matter how far we wander, we cannot outrun the reach of 
God’s grace.  In Christ, we are forgiven, embraced, and made whole.  At this table, we 
remember that Jesus welcomed all—the one who betrayed him, the ones who fled in fear, and 
all who longed for hope and belonging.  We come, not because we are perfect, but because we 
are deeply loved. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Minister:  The Lord be with you.      All:  And also with you. 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.       All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our God.     All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Minister:  It is right that we give you thanks, O God.  You shaped us in your image and breathed 
life into us.  Even when we turned away, your love never let us go.  Through prophets, teachers, 
and covenant, you’ve kept calling us home.  And so, with all creation, we join the unending 
hymn: 
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Minister:  Friends, this is not my table, or the church’s table.  This is Christ’s table, open to all 
who desire to know God’s love.  You need not be a member of any church.  Bring only your 
hunger, your hope, your longing.  Here, we acknowledge our sins, our failures, and our 
disappointments. Here, we present ourselves to God—who meets us as we are, loves us where 
we are, and draws us toward wholeness.  So come, for all is ready. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
Minister:  On the night when he was handed over, Jesus gathered with his friends around a 
common table.  He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, he took the 
cup, saying: “This cup is the new covenant—my very life, poured out in love for you. Whenever 
you drink it, remember me.”  And so, when we eat this bread and drink this cup, we remember 
the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, and the love that will never let us go. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All:  Thank you, God, for this sacred meal where you have shared yourself with us.  Here 
we are renewed and reminded that your love is stronger than fear, your hope is deeper 
than despair, and Christ lives within us always.  Send us out strengthened in faith and 
love, ready to serve and build your Beloved Community, until all are fed, welcomed, and 
free.  Amen. 










